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22703VIC Certificate IV in Musical Instrument Making and Repair

The Certificate IV students learn to make a bolt-on electric guitar and a dreadnaoght style acoustic
guitar. The course covers an introduction to the computer-controlled cutting and milling machines and
laser cutters. Business units include how to develop a business plan and plan finances, job costing,
power tools necessary for construction and gain vital hands-on experience.

teamwork and communication skills. Students are instructed in the use and maintenance of hand &
college website as early as possible each year.
ACTIVITIES/TASKS

Each year we receive many more applications than places available. Submit your application via the

isometric and concept drawings and use these skills to develop a product range. They learn to generate
computer aided drawings for their instruments and inlays and create custom templates and jigs. The
course covers an introduction to computer-controlled cutting and milling machines and laser cutters.
NCAT.

Students complete an extensive OH&S program, incorporating theory and workshop induction.
Students are introduced to string instrument setup from guitar to ukulele to traveller mandolin and learn
UNITS OF COMPETENCY

In addition to constructing an electric guitar and acoustic guitar student may design a custom

instrument of their choice. Hand carving and the use and maintenance of hand and power tools for

construction is covered and gives vital hands-on experience. Students learn to complete perspective,

ventures
BSBESB401

how to improve instrument function, the physics of sound. Students will complete only the initial base
BSBCMM511 Communication with influence (C) MSMSUP383
Plan finances for new business

coat for their instruments, and the final finishing will be applied by a third party. A tour of industry

partners is part of the course and students are encouraged to attend a work placement organised by
(C) Core unit
BSBESB403

Research and develop
business plans

MSFFDM4012

Facilitate a team (C)
MSFFDM5009 Generate and transfer complex

Produce computer-aided line and
component production drawings
MSFFDM4006 Hand carve wood
to custom design
MSFFM3024 Construct jigs and fixtures
computer-aided drawings and
specifications
MSFFDM5007 Develop, trial and evaluate VvU24005 Develop and update music
prototypes products industry knowledge (C)
CUAACD313 Produce technical drawings vU24006 Manufacture acoustic guitars
MSFFDM4015 Produce patterns and templates VvU24007 Manufacture electric guitars
MSMENV472 Implement and monitor vU24013 Repair acoustic guitars
environmentally sustainable work
practices (C)
MSMWHS300 Facilitate the implementation of  VU24014
WHS for a work group (C)
MSFGN3006 Estimate and cost job (C)

Repair electric guitars
TLIDOO21"

Store and handle dangerous goods
and hazardous substances (C)
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LENGTH OF COURSE - All Victorian school holidays apply

Option 1 - One Year Full Time February to mid-November.

Running four days per week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday) 9:00am - 3:30pm

Option 2 - Two Years Part Time (first year 2027, second year 2028)

Run two days per week (Thursday and Friday) 9:00am - 3:30pm February to mid-November each year.

ELIGIBILITY & PREREQUISITES

Each program is strictly limited to a maximum of 18 participants each year. Max 36 in total.

There are no prerequisites but completion of the Certificate Ill in Musical Instrument Making &
Maintenance would be an advantage. Alternatively, applicants that can play the guitar and have prior
experience in woodworking and guitar making will be given priority. An aptitude for practical work is
recommended. All applicants will be required to undertake a language, literacy and numeracy (LLN)
assessment. If you have individual needs, please contact the college to discuss. Candidates are
shortlisted and selected candidates must participate in an interview. Interviews and the formal
application process occur over the third and fourth terms in the year prior to the course commencing.

ASSESSMENT

The applied nature of the course requires a commitment to full attendance to successfully complete your
instruments and the assessment. Students will be required to complete two instruments and all set work.
The assessment of overall competence will be undertaken by a qualified assessor competence judged
using the set criteria. Students will be provided fair and adequate assessment processes that include
multiple opportunities to demonstrate competency.

BENEFITS OF TRAINING APPLICATION & ENROLMENT PROCESS

Students learn to manufacture, repair An initial online enquiry is submitted via the NCAT
and maintain their own guitar and can website. Candidates then complete an online LLN
go on to work in the industry or set up and attend a pre-training interview. Places in the
their own business. course are formally offered when NCAT can confirm

the government funded places available. Students
over 18 years of age must obtain a current Working
with Children Check.

COURSE FEES

All tuition fees, materials* and amenities charges and available concessions are published on the tertiary
program section of the NCAT website in the NCAT Schedule of Fees and are subject to annual review.
This training is delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government funding subject to an eligibility
assessment. (www.skills.vic.gov.au). Government funded places for 2027 are yet to be determined and
may be strictly limited.

*The materials charge covers the completion of one electric guitar and one dreadnaoght style acoustic guitar. The college will
provide the materials to build a third custom-built instrument, but the hardware must be supplied by the student.

The student tuition fees as published are subject to change given individual circumstances at enrolment
PATHWAYS

Students completing the program at Certificate IV level can work in the guitar making industry. Job
prospects after the course are employment at Maton Guitars, Cole Clark, or with independent makers,
setting up your own business repairing and making instruments, or working in the music wholesale and
retail sector with specialisation in repair. Higher Education pathways could be in Industrial Design or
computer aided coding for manufacturing.

POLICIES

For details regarding Access, Equity, Privacy policy, Refunds policy, Student conduct, Welfare Services
and Complaints Policy, please see the Tertiary Handbook available on the NCAT website.
No licensing, legislative or certification requirements apply to this qualification at the time of publication.

~ Students who completed the Certificate Il in Musical Instrument Making and Maintenance can apply for Credit Transfer for this
unit.


https://ncat.vic.edu.au/online-application/
https://ncat.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/2027-Tertiary-Fees-Schedule.pdf
http://www.skills.vic.gov.au/

